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Thank you for inviting the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Exiting the EU 
and I to provide evidence to the Finance and Constitution Committee on 
8 November. I always welcome the opportunity to assist the Scottish Parliament in its 
scrutiny and I hope the session provided useful evidence for your inquiry on the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Bill.  
 
I will be writing separately to follow up on some points raised by members during the 
that appearance, but I wanted to bring your attention to the recent announcement 
that the Government intends to bring forward further primary legislation to implement 
any withdrawal agreement we reach with the EU into UK law. This will be known as 
the Withdrawal Agreement and Implementation Bill. 
 
Withdrawal Agreement and Implementation Bill 
 
As the Government has set out previously, the UK will need to enact domestic 
legislation in order to give effect to the Withdrawal Agreement. The Secretary of 
State for Exiting the European Union’s announcement last Monday therefore 
confirmed that the major policies set out in the Withdrawal Agreement will be directly 
implemented into UK law by primary legislation – not by secondary legislation under 
the EU (Withdrawal) Bill. 
 
Of course, we do not yet know the exact details of this Bill as they are dependent on 
the outcome of our negotiations with the European Union. However, as the Bill is 
expected to cover the contents of Withdrawal Agreement, it could be anticipated to 
include issues such as an agreement on Citizens rights, any financial settlement and 
the details of an implementation period agreed between both sides. 
 
It is too early to discuss the detailed content of the bill as drafting is at an early stage. 
However, as with all legislation, once the bill is further developed we will of course 
consider whether a Legislative Consent Motion is required.  
 
I am copying this letter to the Presiding Officer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rt Hon DAVID MUNDELL MP 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 


